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Mr. Speaker, the Second District of Con-

necticut, which I have the privilege of rep-
resenting, has a long and proud Naval and 
seafaring history, We are home to the ‘‘The 
First and Finest,’’ the Naval Submarine Base 
New London, homeport to Submarine Squad-
ron Two, Four, and Development Squadron 
Twelve, the Naval Submarine School, and 
Naval Submarine Support Facility. Thousands 
of men and women in my district are part of 
the ‘‘silent service’’ and its support and train-
ing structure. They are dedicating their lives, 
risking their lives everyday in our great Navy. 
I believe that we should honor their service 
and sacrifice by naming a ship the ‘‘U.S.S 
Bluejacket.’’ 

I urge all of my colleagues to join me in this 
effort to forever honor the bravery, dedication 
and service of the millions of men and women 
who have fought to defend this country in our 
Navy. 

Finally, I would like to thank the efforts of 
Mr. John Thor Newlander of Gales Ferry, Con-
necticut. Mr. Newlander has served this coun-
try in several of our military services, both ac-
tive and reserve duty, and has worked tire-
lessly on behalf of our enlisted military per-
sonnel and on this resolution. I thank him for 
his service and his commitment to this worthy 
endeavor. 
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INTRODUCTION OF CHILD DEVEL-

OPMENT AND FAMILY EMPLOY-

MENT ACT OF 2002 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2001 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to join my colleagues 
Mr. ANDREWS, Mr. OWENS, Mr. MORAN, Mr. 
HINOJOSA, Ms. LEE, Mr. FRANK, Ms. WOOLSEY, 
Mr. GREEN, Mr. KILDEE, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. 
ABERCROMBIE, Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. DELAURO, 
and Mr. NADLER in introducing the Child De-
velopment and Family Employment Act. This 
legislation reauthorizes the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant to better meet the 
child care and after-school care needs of low- 
income children and families. 

Science conclusively demonstrates that chil-
dren’s experiences in their first 5 years of life 
have major and lasting effects on learning and 
academic success. Parents undoubtedly are 
the most significant and important influence on 
a child’s growth. But with 65% of mothers in 
the labor force raising children under age 6, 
child care often provides important secondary 
influences that also greatly affect a child’s de-
velopment. Child care simply is not just baby-
sitting. Early care is an important early learn-
ing period and if parents cannot afford to pro-
vide their children with high quality care, it is 
a missed opportunity to help develop a child’s 
school-readiness. Kindergarten teachers report 
many of their students begin kindergarten cog-
nitively and behaviorally unprepared to learn. 
For all our youth to achieve in school, we 
must ensure that they arrive at kindergarten 
with the skills needed to succeed in school. To 
do that, parents need to be able to choose 
quality child care that meets the needs of their 
children. 

Child care assistance must allow eligible 
families to meet those needs. Since welfare 
reform passed in 1996, CCDBG has been a 
critical work support for many low-income fam-
ilies moving off welfare and many other work-
ing poor struggling to remain self-sufficient. 
Reliable, accessible, and affordable child care 
is important for families to continue their em-
ployment and remain off welfare and for sus-
taining the economic strength of this country. 
Poor families who are unable to secure child 
care assistance pay up to one-third of their in-
come for child care, creating an incredible bur-
den for families struggling to make ends meet 
and marginalizing the value of going to work 
or remaining employed. Indeed, families often 
cite problems with child care as a major rea-
son for leaving employment. 

Yet today, CCDBG does not do enough to 
meet children’s developmental needs or par-
ents’ employment-related needs. CCDBG only 
requires states use 4% of its dollars to pro-
mote improved quality in child care, an insuffi-
cient amount since evaluations indicate that 
the quality of most care ranges from mediocre 
to poor. CCDBG also leads to subsidy rates 
that frequently prohibit parents from choosing 
or affording child care that meets their chil-
dren’s needs and their own employment 
needs. Care for infants and toddlers, care for 
children with special needs, accredited care, 
non-standard hour care, and quality care in 
low-income and rural communities can be par-
ticularly difficult for parents to choose and af-
ford. 

Moreover, CCDBG funding only served 12% 
of eligible children in 1999. Many states have 
waiting lists of thousands of families. And 
though States have use some TANF block 
grants on child care, budgetary shortfalls and 
rising welfare caseloads are leading many 
states to cut their child care and early edu-
cation budgets at the very time that many par-
ents—who are leaving welfare or struggling to 
hold Jobs in the recession—desperately need 
child care services. 

My bill will improve CCDBG by strength-
ening child care quality and resources and 
providing parents greater freedom to choose 
the type of care they want and need for their 
child and their family. This bill increases the 
quality set-aside from 4% to 16%, creates a 
competitive grant program for States to im-
prove payment rates to providers, and re-
quires child care providers to have pre-service 
training in child development. This bill also 
provides money for states to provide stipends 
to qualified child care providers to boost train-
ing, reduce staff turnover, and attract and re-
tain staff—all key goals in improving child care 
quality. And this bill allocates additional re-
sources so that CCDBG can be expanded to 
reach one-third of the families for which it was 
intended. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, until we have a 
quality and affordable child care program, we 
will continue to miss the opportunity to maxi-
mize the early development of young children 
and get them ready for learning in school. 
Child care assistance can make the difference 
in a child’s reaching school age ready to learn, 
and it can make the difference in a family re-
maining employed and off welfare. The reau-
thorization of CCDBG provides Congress with 
a timely opportunity to achieve this urgent goal 

and meet our commitment to help meet the 
needs of low-income children and families. Mr. 
Speaker, I urge Members of the House to join 
me and co-sponsor the Child Development 
and Family Employment Act. 
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TRIBUTE TO CAROL ELISE 

BENNETT

HON. TERRY EVERETT 
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2001 

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. Speaker, with the U.S. 
House of Representatives set to conclude its 
work for the First Session of the 107th Con-
gress, I would like to add a final contribution 
to the RECORD as we close the Congressional 
history book on 2001. 

The last twelve months have been so dra-
matic in their significance upon this body and 
the nation that it is easy to overlook the many 
vital human elements of this institution. I 
choose to honor one here today. 

I rise to pay tribute to a player on the Con-
gressional stage who said farewell to this 
House of Democracy earlier this year; Carol 
Elise Bennett. For two decades, Carol has 
been a part of the lives of those who served 
our nation in the House and Senate. 

In 1981, she began covering the Congress 
for the Washington-Alabama News Report, du-
tifully informing her statewide radio audience 
of the efforts of the Alabama Congressional 
Delegation. She was the longest-serving of all 
the press assigned to cover Alabama’s con-
gressmen and she always performed her work 
with professionalism and a particularly keen 
attention to accuracy. 

Carol had good reason to be at home 
around the spotlight, having received formal 
training in the theatre at the University of Brit-
ish Columbia followed by acting roles on the 
stage and in film. However, Carol’s work and 
many interests never kept her from helping 
others. She served as a volunteer reader for 
recordings for the blind here in Washington for 
more than a decade. 

Since I came to Congress in 1993, 1 have 
personally valued my friendship with Carol, 
and I wish to thank her for her fairness and 
dedication to pursuing the truth. This institution 
is a better place because of the hard work of 
reporters like Carol. I think I can speak for all 
the Alabama Delegation, both past and 
present, in wishing Carol Bennett a happy and 
equally rewarding retirement. 
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MEDICAL RURAL AMBULANCE 

SERVICE IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 

2001

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2001 

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, across America, 
Americans have come to expect and rely on 
our health care system, especially, emergency 
ambulance service. All to often, for many of 
us, our first exposure to health care is the 
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local EMS unit that responds to a call for help. 
Unfortunately, for millions of Americans living 
in a rural setting, this cornerstone of medical 
care is on the verge of collapse. 

I, for one, am a strong believer in the impor-
tance and the necessity of maintaining a 
strong effective EMS component within our 
health care system. The question that we 
must answer, as we debate health care, is, 
how prepared do we want and expect our 
health care system to be. In an emergency, at 
that critical moment, the EMS unit is that crit-
ical link to our health care system that makes 
the difference between life and death. 

Unfortunately, be it ground or air, EMS for 
communities throughout America is under 
enormous financial pressure. For many rural 
communities, EMS is in jeopardy of collapse. 
Typically, rural EMS is a small one or two unit 
service, staffed by volunteers, not affiliated 
with a hospital or medical facility, that re-
sponds to 300 to 500 calls per year within a 
large radius (37 miles average) who’s greatest 
danger to its existence comes from Medicare. 
In a growing number of instances, unrealistic 
and unresponsive Medicare reimbursement 
fee schedules have done more to erode EMS 
in America than any other threat to medical 
care in this country. Because Medicare fees 
fail to accurately define or reflect the rural 
medical environment, EMS is facing grave 
danger of being put out of business by fee 
schedules that fall to recognize and reflect the 
actual costs confronting rural ambulance/EMS 
service. 

Therefore, I am introducing the ‘‘Medical 
Rural Ambulance Service Improvement Act of 
2001’’. This legislation will increase by 20 per-
cent the payment under the Medicare program 
for ambulance services furnished to Medicare 
beneficiaries in rural areas, require CMS to 
define rural areas on population density by 
postal zip codes, increase mileage rates for 
the first 50 miles and require the use of most 
recent data by CMS in determining payment 
adjustments. 

For rural ambulance and EMS, the majority 
of their revenue comes from Medicare reim-
bursements. Yet existing Medicare fee sched-
ules are not accurate, nor do they reflect real- 
world costs confronting rural services. Due to 
their low-volume of calls and transfers, rural 
EMS providers will remain the hardest hit 
under CMS’ fee schedules unless decisive 
and corrective action takes place now. 

Timely and accurate reimbursement and fee 
schedules for ambulance/EMS services will be 
critical to seeing that rural America continues 
to receive emergency medical services. Citing 
financial loss as the number one contributing 
factor for services closing down, the ‘‘Medical 
Rural Ambulance Service Improvement Act of 
2001’’ will level the playing field for rural EMS. 

Good health requires an effective and thor-
ough health care system. We all have some-
thing to lose by not putting a halt to the ero-
sion of EMS care in rural America. Therefore 
I am calling on all Members to join with me 
and sponsor passage of this important and 
critical piece of health legislation. 

HONORING WILLIAMSON BROTH-

ERS BAR–B–Q, MARIETTA AND 

CANTON, GEORGIA 

HON. BOB BARR 
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2001 

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, the 
tragic events of the past few months have 
brought out the best in the hearts of Ameri-
cans across the nation. Our citizens have 
reached out their hands, opened their wallets, 
and given of their time, energy, and compas-
sion in unprecedented ways. Some have trav-
eled thousands of miles and, sacrificed time 
they could be spending with their own families, 
in order to take care of another’s. 

At the same time, corporate and small town 
businesses alike have also searched for ways 
to help the victims of the September 11th at-
tacks; to speed along the search and recovery 
missions, and to lift the spirits of dedicated 
workers still at the sites today. At this time I 
would like to highlight one such business from 
Marietta and Canton, Georgia. 

Williamson Brothers Bar-B-Q is a beloved 
local landmark that came to Georgia from 
Talladega, Alabama in 1989. Upon watching 
and learning of the events of September 11th, 
the restaurant’s owners, Larry and Danny 
Williamson, asked themselves what they could 
personally do to help. The answer was to load 
up two U-Haul trucks and drive up enough 
food to serve 2,000 Pentagon employees and 
relief workers for a traditional southern feast— 
the Williamson Brothers Southern Salute. The 
trucks carried 300 chickens, 300 pounds of 
barbecued pork, 2,000 hamburgers and hot-
dogs, 50 gallons each of Brunswick stew, 
baked beans, and potato salad, and 500 choc-
olate chip cookies; enough to truly feed a 
small army. 

The feast was a huge success and a tribute 
to the majesty of the Pentagon and the men 
and women who serve there. The Williamson 
brothers are now considering making the 
Southern Salute an annual event. I would like 
to acknowledge Williamson Brothers Bar-B-Q, 
and its employees, for their unparalleled spirit 
of community and patriotism, and thank them 
for a job well done. 
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HONORING HUNTER HALL 

HON. BOB SCHAFFER 
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2001 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor 
to rise today to express gratitude and con-
gratulations to one of Colorado’s outstanding 
young citizens, Mr. Hunter Hall, of Greeley, 
Colorado, who recently traveled to Washington 
D.C. to sing at the White House. 

This is certainly a high honor for him and for 
Colorado. Hunter, an eighth grader at Brent-
wood Middle School, performs about 50 times 
a year with Colorado’s Children’s Chorale. 
Hunter Hall is a hard worker and has per-
formed with the highest degree of excellence. 
Everyone who has been fortunate enough to 

know Hunter speaks of his deep commitment 
to performing and the arts. I am glad to say 
Hunter Hall has been an inspiration not only to 
other members of the chorale but also to his 
family and friends. 

Hunter and his parents make great sac-
rifices for him to perform, and his commitment 
never falters. This is an experience he will 
look upon with pride. I stand today to honor 
his persistence and dedication to the per-
forming arts. Hunter Hall has dedicated much 
of his time to the arts and I hope he will con-
tinue to do so in the future. He is truly a fine 
example for all Americans. 

A constituent of Colorado’s Fourth Congres-
sional District, Hunter not only makes his com-
munity proud, but also of his state and his 
country. It is a true honor to know such an ex-
traordinary citizen and we owe him a debt of 
gratitude for his dedication. I ask the House to 
join me in extending hearty congratulations to 
Mr. Hunter Hall. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1, 

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT OF 

2001

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend my colleagues Mr. MILLER and Mr. 
BOEHNER for their hard work in crafting a bi- 
partisan education bill that provides real re-
form and real investments to make that reform 
a reality. I am pleased that in the midst of 
fighting the war of terrorism, we were able to 
remain focused on our most pressing domes-
tic priority—the education of our children. 

This bill tackles the persistent achievement 
gap between poor and more affluent school 
districts. Now more than ever education fund-
ing will be targeted at the students who need 
it most. For students in Providence and Cran-
ston, Rhode Island, the revised Title I funding 
formula will translate into desperately needed 
books and supplies, bilingual education, more 
high-quality afterschool programs, and ex-
panded access to technology. In addition, H.R. 
1 authorizes critical funding for school con-
struction and modernization. With three-quar-
ters of our schools in disrepair, this need is 
overwhelming and cannot wait. 

H.R. 1 also expands access to teacher qual-
ity programs to give teachers better support, 
mentoring, and salary incentives. The more 
support we provide to our teachers the more 
effective they will be in the classroom and— 
most importantly—the more students will 
learn. 

While I was disappointed that the conferees 
were not able to work out a compromise on 
funding for students with disabilities, I am 
looking forward to working with my colleagues 
next year to ensure that IDEA receives the in-
vestment it deserves. Schools across the 
country are bleeding from the cost of edu-
cating students with special needs. The fed-
eral government made a promise to help ease 
the financial burden of educating these stu-
dents, and we owe it to our schools and our 
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